Happy Medical Transcription Week! 
The eagerly awaited sunshine has arrived and another year has quickly passed by!  As we enjoy the weather this week, I would like to encourage everyone to reflect upon our profession...where we started...the transitions we have gone through...and where we are today.  Even in the stock market's uncertainty, there is a certain need for the medical language specialists that we are and I am grateful for that! 
I hope you each promote MT week at your place of employment in some manner, either by posting signs, emailing coworkers, or having a party.  I applaud each of you for persevering through the struggles that the past few years have carried with them.  Please let me know who is able to attend AHDI’s Annual Convention and Expo (ACE) this year!  Our president elect, Carol Te Ronde, and immediate past president, Lynne Wickerham, will both be attending and I hope many of you will take advantage of this opportunity for growth as you will become more informed workers and better prepared to face future changes as well.  It is not only a fantastic networking opportunity, but more importantly a time for bonding with other MTs.  My heart will be with those of you who are attending!  Feel free to jot down some notes and report back to our chapter representatives with items of importance.  We will look forward to Carol's feedback at our next chapter meeting. 
Mark your calendars for the holiday (fall) symposium to be held on November 7, 2009, again at St. Luke's Medical Center Auditorium.  As always, feel free to email me suggestions for speakers, but rest assured we have already begun working behind the scenes.  We will be having an early bird registration and those member names will be entered into a special gift drawing at that meeting.  Watch for details in early September! 
Have a blessed and safe summer! 
Denise Burnside, CMT 
2009 President, Southern Wisconsin Chapter, Association for Healthcare Documentation Integrity
